Factor VIII procoagulant: a marker of fibrinoid necrosis in normal term human placentae.
Factor VIII procoagulant (FVIIIPC) is a plasma glycoprotein cofactor for activated factor IX that activates factor X in prothrombin convertase and results in fibrin deposition. We have studied 50 normal term placentae for the presence of FVIIIPC, and found it in granular deposits almost exclusively in areas of fibrinoid necrosis. This observation was made in all fibrinoid areas. These deposits were associated with specific factors of the coagulation, anticoagulation and fibrinolytic pathways. These findings suggest coagulation and fibrinolysis are activated in areas of fibrinoid necrosis and indicate FVIIIPC is a marker of these areas.